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Notes from John Markoff's
Reading Markoff's chapter about the history of human-machine interface was interesting and informative. One of the interesting things about this history is the role of Sharkey team, which helps design the first fully autonomous mobile robot, in today's rapid technological development. The development of Shakey paved way for the development newer and more advanced software machines, that can undertake almost any activity performed by humans (John web). Also, it was interesting to learn that the first generation of hackers started in MIT and could share codes freely. This was interesting to me because today it is very difficult for a hacker or software developer to freely share their codes. I think that this behavior can be associated with the need for safety and the fact that hacking is considered a crime in most countries.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The thing that I found surprising in the current trends in digital technologies, medicine, and art is that they have affected the lives of people in the middle class and largely benefitted those in the upper social class. In this context, most of the advancements are allowing autonomous machines to perform jobs that were previously assigned to humans. These trends lead to the loss of jobs among middle class populations. Another surprise in the context of the trends is the inability of humans to fully control information technology (John web). Today, most people spend their time in social media platforms where they communicate and learn. Most offices and homes today are fitted with smart technologies that are designed to control the lives of owners and make them better. Another surprise is how brain computer interfaces can be used to help people who are unable to speak, hear, or see. These capabilities will significantly improve their lifestyles of people with disabilities.
I think that the use of robotics in healthcare has critically improved health care provision and patient outcomes. Using robotics allows doctors and other health care workers to name better and informed decisions, conduct medical procedures precisely, and help in the control of highly infectious diseases by limiting contact. Also, robotics can help reach areas where humans cannot reach and even perform critical surgeries. They are also used to relieve health care workers from their routine tasks, thus allowing the latter to address more pressing matters. Lastly, they make medical procedures safer and reduce medical costs.
What I found more promising is the ability of people from all social classes to have access to digital technologies. Accessing these technologies will generally improve the quality of lives and ensure people are connected. It will also help people with disabilities, giving them an opportunity live life comfortably. The concern that I have is how the current trends in medicine, art, and digital technologies will contribute to unemployment among people in low- and middle-income classes.
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